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Site location
The North Haugh, located on the western approach to 
St Andrews and roughly a mile from the town centre, 
was developed in the late 1960s to provide new science-
focussed academic facilities and student residences. 

The Digital Nexus will sit on the site of the existing ‘New 
Technology Centre’. The adjacent John Honey building will 
also be demolished to make way for a new central plaza at 
the heart of the campus.

The proposed site sits just outside the Hepburn Gardens 
Conservation Area. 

North Haugh Development  
Framework
Development of the Digital Nexus sits within the context of 
a wider project to regenerate the campus as a whole.

The North Haugh Development Framework (NHDF) aims 
to modernise the campus, improve user experience and 
efficiencies, and integrate the university’s net zero targets. 
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Site constraints:
1. Existing change in level: poor north-south accessibility 
2. Existing below ground utilities with statutory set offs:  
     limits on development area
3. Lack of high quality public space
4. Overlooking sensitivities to south
5. Prevailing winds from south-west; north-east winds from coast

Site opportunities:
1. Improve north/south & east/west connections, expanding 
    existing routes and improving accessibility for all
2. Infill at embankment, creating new south-facing public space
3. Heart of the campus: create a new central plaza
4. Tie into line of existing buildings, knitting the campus together
5. Link to new central boulevard, part of NHDF

Site opportunities & constraints
The diagrams below illustrate a number of site opportunities and constraints:
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New central boulevard (NHDF)

5

Jack Cole 
Building

Mathematics 
Institute

Willie
Russell

Labs

BSRC

Holm 
oak 
tree


