
Digital Nexus
Context

Board 3

Movement, access, transport 
(campus-wide approach)
The transport strategy for this site is informed by the campus-wide 
approach of the North Haugh Development Framework. 

The NHDF seeks to prioritise cycles and pedestrian routes 
through the campus and reduce vehicular movement.

The provision of car parking will likely reduce over time with an 
appropriate reduction to be decided upon between the university 
and Fife Council to encourage the use of active travel or public 
transport.

The proposed strategy integrates accessible parking bays into the 
public realm, freeing the courtyards of traffic.

There is an opportunity to look holistically at deliveries to the 
campus and carry out an analysis to improve delivery / drop off 
hub locations, centralised store options and further ways to reduce 
vehicle movement across the Estate.

Existing pedestrian routes will be enhanced as part of this 
development. A significant level change between the southern 
route and the rest of the campus means step-free access is 
currently poor, moving north/south across the site. 

As shown overleaf, our design proposals look to address this, 
significantly improving access and connectivity for wheelchair 
users and others.

Cycle stands will be incorporated as part of this scheme, with 
further secure cycle parking and end of trip facilities incorporated 
into later phases of the NHDF.

Further studies will be required to develop the transport strategy.

Planning context
The Development Plan for the Proposed Development comprises:

•	 National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) (adopted 13 February 2023); and

•	 Fife Local Development Plan (LDP / FIFEplan) (adopted 21 September 2017).

NPF4 encourages:

•	 Sustainable places, where we can reduce emissions, and restore and better connect biodiversity,

•	 Liveable places, where we can all live better, healthier lives, and,

•	 Productive places, where we have a greener, fairer and more inclusive wellbeing economy.

Fife Council are now in the process of preparing their new Local Development Plan 2 (LDP2). Once adopted, LDP2 
will replace the existing FIFEplan and all associated supplementary guidance.

It is likely that the North Haugh Development Framework - within which this scheme sits - will be a key consideration 
within the emerging plan, setting the basis for future development across the University campus. 

Brief
The building brief broadly consists of four parts:

1. Teaching & learning 
A range of flexible and adaptable learning and teaching 
environments  that support changing trends in pedagogy and 
technology.

2. Workspace & research  
A mixture of high quality, healthy work spaces for academics, post 
docs, and postgraduate researchers, that encourage collaboration 
and foster community.

3. Social & study
A range of formal and informal study and breakout spaces that 
support individual and group study, supported by a vibrant new 
cafe.

4. Community & collaboration
Spaces that foster a collegiate community of staff and students, 
where interaction and collaboration are actively encouraged at all 
levels... the social glue that binds the Digital Nexus together.
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Active travel route
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