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Landscape - Emerging Proposals

The aim is to deliver the landscape in three phases, to future proof 
the implementation works.

Phase 1 encompasses the southern plaza space and the main north-
south connection to the West of the building. The southern plaza is 
the main entrance point to the School of Computer Science and is 
a sheltered, south facing space. Features include a series of raised 
planters and seating, allowing informal gathering. The main north-
south connection provides an accessible route connecting the 
town centre to the Central Plaza space and the wider North Haugh 
campus. 

Phase 2 will be an interim phase, with the demolition of the John 
Honey building. The Holm Oak will remain in the north of the space 
and a series of connecting paths created.

Phase 3 is the ultimate phase (outwith this application), a central 
plaza has been created to provide a setting for the Digital 
Nexus building and a main focal point for arrival, gathering and 
celebration within the North Haugh.

Extent of Phase 1 Landscape Works
 
Extent of Phase 2 Landscape Works
 
Extent of Phase 3 Future Landscape Works 

KeySite Layout - Phase 1, 2 and 3
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Lavandula angustifolia

Galanthus nivalisAnemone nemorosa

Salvia argentea

Crocus vernusSilene dioica

Mentha spicata

Scottish Heritage Apple 

Crataegus monogynaStachys byzantina

Sorbus torminalis

Digitalis purpurea

Biodiversity Enhancement
Key to our planting selection is the opportunity to support 
biodiversity, climate resilience and amenity. Mixed, layered planting 
proposals will maximise habitat opportunity and include:

•	 A mix of tree planting species are proposed that provide berry/ 
flower/ fruiting interest.

•	 Edible planting including orchard trees
•	 Herbaceous and ornamental grasses
•	 Bulb planting
•	 Wildflower seeding and plug planting

High Quality Paving

Location - Entrance Areas 
- north and south spaces

 

Medium Quality Paving

Location - Southern 
Courtyard space,  
Western Elevation - lower 
courtyard 
Eastern Elevation
 

Low Quality Paving

Location - North-south 
connection, 
Connecting paths 
through Central Plaza 
space

 

Vertical Elements

Location - Planters, low 
walls

 

Feature Paving

Location - Bands through 
the paving, mirroring 
the buildings vertical 
elements

 

Kerbs

Location - Kerb upstands

Street Furniture 
Elements

Location - seating, bins, 
bollards
 

 

Step Units

Location - Western 
elevation

 

Connectivity
Currently the north-south connections across the site are very 
limited. Landscape proposals incorporate an accessible path down 
the western edge of the Digital Nexus building. Pedestrians can 
either follow the accessible route or take a set of steps to the ground 
floor of the building and the Central Plaza space.

A series of seating terraces have been created, inspired by the 
geology found in and around St Andrews. The seating terraces 
provide opportunities for informal gathering. Strategically placed 
boulders within the planting promote opportunities for informal and 
formal outdoor learning and geological references.

A mix of perennial, annuals and shrub planting have been 
introduced across the terraces and slopes, promoting biodiversity 
and climate resilience.

Visual of the north-south connection
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The hard landscaping within the proposals draws on the colours 
found in and around St Andrews and the North Haugh site.  They also 
support the proposed building treatments.

High quality paving is proposed at the key entrances to the Digital 
Nexus building. 

Scottish and UK sourced materials will be utilised where possible.
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Key connection to the town centre 

A clear arrival point from the Town Centre, creating 
a decision point to either continue down the main 
path and steps to the Central Plaza space and North 
Haugh Campus, or to the entrance to the School of 
Computer Science

Southern Courtyard space - designed for spill out 
and gathering from the School of Computer Science

Main entrance to the School of Computer Science

Stepped ramp and accessible path providing a key 
north-south connection from the town centre to the 
North Haugh Campus

Lower terrace - integrated seating terraces, allowing 
informal spill out and fire access

Main entrance to the Digital Nexus building from the 
north - high quality paving with seating

Raised planter with integrated seating

Central Plaza spill out space - high quality paving

Future canopy for outdoor cafe seating

Desire line paths - linking campus facilities

Holm Oak 

Tree and shrub planting

Future shared surface, with raised crossing to Potato 
Avenue

Future new 250mm wide kerbs to narrow Potato 
Avenue and Pines Street

Future stepped access to Eastern edge of Digital 
Nexus building

Future new connection and associated retaining 
wall to create east-west link to Mathematics Building

Future path connection to the Purdie Building

Service lay-by

Pollinator Planting including Scottish native 
wildflowers to banks
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Digital Nexus
Elevations

Board 8

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9xx

fins / brick base

West Elevation - Concept

West Elevation - DevelopedNorth Elevation - Developed

DIGITAL 
NEXUS

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9xx

fins / brick base

Vertical columns at ground floor, 
lecture theatre set back behind

Building grounded into 
terraced landscape

West Elevation - Development

Elevations
Analysis of historic buildings locally reveals a language of vertical 
articulation, robust bases, and fine detailing within a repeating 
framework. 

Our concept proposals for the facades of the Digital Nexus 
take inspiration from this architectural language. As seen in the 
diagrams on the right, a heavier base - grounded back into the 
landscape - is topped with a visually-lighter, double-height volume, 
with vertical fins providing depth and rhythm to the facades.

Materiality
The primary facade material is influenced by local blonde- and 
honey-coloured stonework. It forms the main framework of the 
facades: vertical fins, horizontal stringers, and panels set back for 
depth and interest.

Pops of colour are then introduced via perforated side panels at 
windows and aluminium-clad portals at entrances. 

At the ground floor, one of the lecture theatres is picked out in a 
matching pigmented concrete cladding, acting as a waymarker on 
approach across the plaza.

Looking south across central plaza (Pines Street) Looking south across central plaza (Potato Avenue) Looking north towards southern plaza (Kennedy Gardens)

WORK IN PROGRESS WORK IN PROGRESS WORK IN PROGRESS
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Heavy base: building grounded into terraced landscape

Light top: with strong horizontal and vertical grid

Plant screening set back

Framework: stone-coloured facade panels  
and fins, creating depth, interest and rhythm

Pops of colour: full height windows with  
aluminium side panels for ventilation

Lecture theatre expressed in pigmented cladding

Glazed central link, with solar shading to south

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

DIGITAL 
NEXUS

2 bay upper grid
Two bay upper grid

4 bay upper grid
Four bay upper grid

6 bay upper grid
Six bay upper grid

1

1

1

2

2

2

Bay study 
Kennedy Gardens - University Halls 

Bay study 
St Andrews University - Madras College 


