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Original Madras College secondary school massing Reduced footprint massing, which has now been developed into the current scheme

Site Response and Townscape
The ‘New College’ project aims to reinvigorate a neglected piece of townscape in a way 
that is respectful to the history of the site and reflects the tradition of open space within 
the University and the town. To have such a large site available for redevelopment in 
such a central location is a rare opportunity. 

The colleges and other collections of buildings that make up the University’s town 
centre estate have a distinctive sense of openness. They are fundamentally public 
spaces and anyone can walk through and enjoy them.

St Salvator’s Chapel is distinctive among collegiate chapels in that its front door opens 
onto the street rather than the quad behind. Younger Hall is similar, and both buildings 
are set back to provide some public space between the building and street. These 
buildings are respectful to the town while announcing the role and purpose of the 
University.

Carrying on this tradition of openness is a challenge for the ‘New College’ project 
since the Madras College Building of 1833 was built for very particular, hierarchical and 
divided forms of learning (The Madras System of education established by William Bell 
separated pupils by both gender and social class) that are not representative of the 
University’s current values and aspirations. 

The solutions proposed for accessing and crossing the site, entering the building, the 
enclosure of the Madras Building’s courtyard, and the building’s connection to and 
integration with the rest of the ‘New College’ development are all intended to help 
address this challenge.

Massing
The massing of the new parts of the building has continued to develop while ensuring 
that heights and forms relate to and are respectful of the existing Madras College 
Building and the surrounding townscape. The new parts of the building sit well behind 
the existing Madras College Building and do not break its roof-line especially in street-
level views from South and Bell streets.

Plan diagram showing the site in the wider context of the town centre and the University’s principal historic sites. The site layout and approach for New College echoes the 
openness and sense of connection to the wider townscape that these earlier sites have established

Proposed illustrative view looking north along Lade Braes Lane / 
Westview

Proposed illustrative view looking across South Street

Existing photograph looking north along Lade Braes Lane / Westview. 
Note – existing school buildings shown prior to demolition

Context & Massing Studies

New College building massing at an earlier design stage

Existing photograph looking east along Lade Braes
Note – this photograph was taken following the demolition of the 
existing school buildings, which would have been visible in this view

Proposed illustrative view looking east along Lade Braes

Key to plan:
1.	 St Salvator’s Quad
2.	 Butts Wynd
3.	 University Library
4.	 St Mary’s College
5.	 The Byre Theatre
6.	 Loudons Close
7.	 ‘New College’
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