
New College 

Enclosing the Courtyard
The Category A listed neo-Jacobean Madras College building with its courtyard will 
form the most prominent and cherished part of the New College development. Securing 
its restoration and future sustainable use is a key ambition of the project.

New College will house a range of large and diverse teaching and learning facilities,  
including a 250-seat lecture theatre, to be used by up to 25% of the undergraduate 
population. These functions need to be supported by large internal open plan areas, 
including café and social study spaces, to enable the gathering of students and staff 
particularly at changeover time between scheduled teaching sessions but also for 
conferences and other events. The University’s ambition is that by covering over the 
Madras courtyard space, its use will be central to the scheme and used throughout the 
year and in all weathers.

The opportunity to inhabit the courtyard in all weathers means an appreciation of the 
historic setting can be enhanced and made more accessible to all. In discussion with 
Historic Environment Scotland and Fife Council’s Planning Department, the design of 
the covered courtyard space has evolved to enable public access during the day and 
discretely and separately on occasion from the rest of the facilities at evenings and 
weekends.

Specialist engineers have been appointed to develop the design of the glass roof 
structure with WilkinsonEyre. It is evolving to be an elegant and high-quality design 
solution. A delicate diagrid of steel and glass provides a contemporary counterpoint 
to the listed fabric. The design is respectful of the scale and proportion of the original 
building while at the same time being of itself a structure of note. The minimal nature 
of this elegant intervention will be subservient to the rich stone detailing of the original 
William Burn architecture while also enhancing it – taking a cue from other prestigious 
examples of new and old combining to create more than the sum of their parts, such as 
the Great Court at the British Museum in London. 

Madras Courtyard
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Illustrative site section drawing looking east

Madras College Building External courtyard New building with external courtyard at first floor level

Key to section:

1. Enclosed Madras Courtyard – café seating, social study and break-
out space

2. Computer lab
3. Level change incorporated into the new buildings to reflect the 

existing site topography
4. Harvard-style lecture theatre
5. Circulation and social study spaces
6. Academic and PGR office spaces
7. Executive Education facilities
8. Dining pavilion
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Proposed north south long section

Key to section:
1.	 Enclosed Madras Courtyard – café seating, social 

study and break-out space
2.	 Computer lab
3.	 Level change incorporated into the new buildings to 

reflect the existing site topography
4.	 Harvard-style lecture theatre
5.	 Circulation and social study spaces

6.	 Academic and PGR office spaces
7.	 Executive Education facilities
8.	 Dining pavilion

Illustrative sketch interior view of the enclosed Madras College Building courtyard

Photo of the existing Madras College Building courtyard

Madras College Building Entrance Courtyard New building with external courtyard at first floor level
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