
New College 

Illustrative sectional perspective of ground floor open study and circulation space and first floor external courtyard 
garden 
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Illustrative sketch view of first floor external courtyard garden looking south towards Executive Education teaching 
wing and external balcony

Sustainable Design & First Floor 

First Floor
The main connection point to the first floor is provided within a double height space in to 
the south of the 250-seat lecture theatre. A processional stair and two lifts provide the 
main points of access.

This route leads up to a ‘knuckle’ where the two academic school offices and reception 
points create a welcoming arrival to the academic floors.

The two schools occupy the wings to either side of the knuckle and this arrangement 
helps to create a clear entry point to each School.

The academic wings surround a raised courtyard garden that sits above some of the 
teaching and circulation spaces on the ground floor. This arrangement means that all 
offices have external opening windows that give good access to daylight, views and 
fresh air.

Within the existing Madras College Building, the original layout is reinstated. The large 
central room accommodates a seminar room while the two smaller rooms either side  
are used as meeting or break-out spaces. 

Sustainability
The University of St Andrews is targeting net zero carbon by 2035.
In line with this ambitious goal, this project will target the Net Zero Public Sector 
Buildings Standard. 

Adopting the NZPSBS is the highest target aimed for by the University on any 
development project to date.

Key to plan:
1.	 Serviced accommodation on upper floors 

of the former Music Building
2.	 Large interactive seminar room
3.	 The ‘knuckle’ – arrival and reception point 

for the two academic Schools
4.	 Academic offices
5.	 Open plan office space
6.	 External courtyard garden
7.	 Glazed lantern to help bring daylight down 

into the spaces below

Environmental diagram section through new part of the build

Environmental diagram section through Madras building

First floor plan
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